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Gain unparalleled access to content from the AMA that helps provide clarity and accuracy in

CPT® code reporting — available only from Optum360 and the AMA. Included are three

different AMA publications:

o CPT® Assistant newsletters — all articles from every monthly edition for multiple years.

Work even more efficiently with in-depth AMA CPT®

knowledge at your fingertips. Gain access to directly
sourced AMA guidance with the AMA CPT® Content
Module and the Total CPT(R) add-ons.

e CPT® Changes: An Insider’s View — every publication from 2006 to 2020.

* AMA CPT® Knowledge Base — access thousands of questions and answers asked by

AMA members and customers regarding CPT® codes and their use.

AMA
CPT® Content
Module

The AMA CPT® Content Module gives users access to these publications in their entirety as
they're delivered from the AMA, without any restrictions that limit the articles associated with

codes. Search by month, year, keyword, code and more. See full newsletters and get answers

to tricky questions quickly and easily all in one place.

Results display in an easy-to-read PDF format that is identical
to the publications themselves.

Coding Update: Neuromuscular Testing—
Needle Electromyography Changes for 2015

In the Current Procedural Terminology (CPT®) 2015 code
set, guideline revisions were made to the needle electromy-
ography (EMG) codes with the addition of instructional
notes to support these changes. Codes 95860-95887 include
the interpretation of electrical waveforms measured by
equipment, which produces both visible and audible com-
ponents of electrical signals recorded from the muscle(s)
studied by the needle electrode.

Revised Guidelines

The electromyography guidelines were revised to indicate
that EMG for nonextremity muscles is reported only once
per anatomic site (code 95887). The guidelines also instruct
users on appropriate reporting of code 95887 for a unilat-
eral study of the cranial nerve innervated muscles, and

if performed bilaterally, the code may be reported twice.

In addition, the guidelines denote the appropriateness of
reporting code 95887 when a study of the cervical or lumbar
paraspinal muscle(s) is performed on the same day with no
corresponding limb study (codes 95885 or 95886).

optum360coding.com

EMG guidelines to identify the appropriate codes to report
for these various procedures.

Clinical Example (95887 and 95908)

A 65-year-old woman has a 2-month history of right facial
weakness involving the forehead, eyelid, and mouth.
Needle electromyography of right cranial nerve innervated
muscles (V, VII, XI, XII) and nerve conduction studies to
3-4 muscles innervated by the facial nerve are indicated

to confirm the diagnosis, help establish the prognosis, and
determine the need for facial nerve decompression.

Based on the clinical example above, the codes used to
report these services are as indicated below.4

95887  Needle electromyography, non-extremity
(cranial nerve supplied or axial) muscle(s) done
with nerve conduction, amplitude and latency/
velocity study (List separately in addition to
code for primary procedure)
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Don’t need quite all that information?
Total CPT®

Gain online access at a great price to articles and content found in the CPT® Assistant coding
newsletters and CPT® Changes: An Insider’s View from the AMA. Read them in their entirety
without any limiting restrictions for the articles associated with just codes.

e CPT® Assistant archives are sorted by article. Quickly find every article written in CPT® Assistant

about a particular code or section of codes. Updated monthly.

CPT® Changes: An Insider’s View content. Everything in the best-selling book is available
electronically, providing the official AMA rationales for every new, revised and deleted
CPT® code and guideline for the CPT® code set through the current year.

and the CPT® Assistant icon will take you to the applicable references and article listings.
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All add-on modules may be purchased with a new or existing subscription to an
Optum360 online coding tool (e.g., EncoderPro.com, etc.); multi-user licenses available.

']

Q OPTUM360°" spumssococing o

11000 Optum Circle, Eden Prairie, MN 55344

Property of Optum360, LLC. Optum360 and the Optum360 logo are trademarks of Optum360, LLC.
All other brand or product names are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective owner.

© 2020 Optum360, LLC. All rights reserved. WF2202534 SPRJ6350 03/20

Code-driven search functionality. Select a CPT® code in EncoderPro.com or RevenueCyclePro.com

Customize your subscription
today. To order or learn more:

Contact your sales representative
Q or 1-800-464-3649, option 1
to purchase.

Visit: optum360coding.com/
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